
Things Fall Apart  
Essay Topics 

 
Directions:  Choose one of the following essay topics to address in a multiparagraph 
essay of at least five (5) paragraphs.  Be sure to include an introduction with thesis, 
body paragraphs, and a conclusion. 
 
1) At what stage in the novel is it clear that Umuofia is doomed to fall apart?  What 

is your evidence? 
 
2) Achebe once remarked that Okonkwo is not a typical Ibo.  In what ways do you 

agree or disagree with this statement? 
 
3) What is your reaction to the role and treatment of women in the Ibo society?  In 

what ways does that contribute to “things falling apart”? 
 
4) Okonkwo and Obierika are best friends, and both are great warriors of the 

tribe.   What justification can you give for Obierika becoming the more 
successful of the two? 

 
5) Are there universal human experiences and belief systems that tie all cultures 

together?  Can you identify and/or empathize with any Ibo experiences? 
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